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‘dike cha coumando operations on the coast, althcugh somatines Spoctaciicsr, vequices 


7@ are accustomed to death, wa clweys suffer some anger and often deen pain at 


v. 


sezing friends vanish. You were an unsrowm, you vould have teen a nare on 4 ra- 


ec to it! However, 


tn 


» and you must get 
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poct and nothing more. That is whet war 
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you did pull off - very unusual feat, spenciag ten days in the Viet zona end re- 
turning. I am going to put you in for a citation for the Order of the Division; 

& 6 Fs , 
you Gaserve it. That's luck, too, to be cited less than a month after your arrival. 
So, Thebault, no hard feelings?" I shook his hand. 

? 
"No hard feelings," he said to me with total candidness. 
"No hard feelings." 


Assigned to the Seg 
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icnal Representation of Central Annam at Tourane, he was 
one of the best officers jn the special missions. 

Individual punct23 on the border of the Delta and over a very large area, 
is 
exceptional. qualities on the part of the staffs; actually thoy only caused the Viets 
Sone trivial annoyauce. 

If we wanted the GOMA to put something new into the conduct of the war, 


cepedila of creating serious problems fer the Viets, something else had to be found. 
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The Hundreds of the Thai Country 


The overwhelming majority ef the Thai peeslte were favorable to us, as were 


ne 


aLL the meuntaineers ac well. We krew that Mundredés woulé have the best chances 


3) 
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a 
of moving and cozing into contact with the poeple there. Their installatica was as 
folicws. 
--Lai Chav, with Lieutenant Bole du Chamncat. Lai Chau was the capital cf 
the Thai country, the fief of Deo van Long, the grandscn of Deo van Tri, the head 
of the Black Pavilions who had killec Major Riviera at Pont-ce-Papler near Hanoi 
in 1883; 
--Than Uyen, with Lieutenant Castagnogui end two remarkable noncempissioned 
officers, Bourden and Baudoin; and 
--lighia Lo, with Lieutenant Tians and a sound team of noncosmissicned officers. 
The Thai country was defended by small pests very fay from one encther like 
the prewar bordar posts, which cculé oppose the zatrusion of sore eaevivasned 
bands, but could not resist ah attack of powerfully sauipeee vies divisions. 
Since the pecple as a whole were fayorable to us, Lt was possible in case 
of a general attack to leave in the rear of the viet units large detachzents of 


mountaineers eble to live among the tnhabitents end harass the means of trans- 


pertaticn. This mission hac been perfectly uncerstood by the staffs cf th 
Pundreds planted in the Thai country. 

But in order to have reasonable chances of success, it was necessary to estab- 
lish in depth a number of secretly installed fscé and munitions depots, and to have 
2 perfect knowledge of the region and its inhczbitents. To keep this secret, our 
EFundreds had to preserve 4 sepenin amount of fadependence with respect te the lecal 
comaand. This is what I wanted to explain to Colonel Coste. the commander of the 
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ZO (Autonowous Zone of the Yorthwest) at Lai Trau. 
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Was 
not succecdced in having him accept my point of view. 


"T an," ha said to we, “tl 


try. I wont to be aware of everything which transpires in ny zcn2 and 


Ee wes an excellent wilitary men, a leedar., Nis situation in the Thai cowtry 


certainly net one of complete Leisure. Eut after an hour of ciseussicon I had 


the leader responsible for security in the Thei corvn- 


t want all 


the troogs stationed there, for ne natter what reason, to be under wy orders." 


ealled hig attention to the weakness of their means of defanse and explained 


to him that they could not resist a 


equipped with modern arvament. In 


regular attack mourted by enemy divisicns 


case of attack perhaps he would continue to ccn- 


mana the treops which could have withdrawn, but the zone fer which he was respen~ 


sible would pass over to the control of the Viets if we did not leave behind then 


seve livehe detachtents abie to harass thei, 


Thies was a sitnaticn which he refused to envisage. Then he showed ma a rep 
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delineating a very precise 


> 


Where we were forbidden any activity. 


no controlled by the Viets along the Chine frontier, 


This decisicn had been taken at his request 


by General de Lattre. Actually he was afraid that any acticn Ja this region would 
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Actugliy the few ele: ats which we hid lef< iu the Phe Loag 


bout a weaction from the Chines:, which he wented to 


avoid at eny cost. 


region when we hac abun- 


dened Lav Key in October 1951 had been sandhdlaced by a Chinese battsiion. But he 


was going to leave, replaced by Col 


oneL L..., who hed the reputation ci being a 


very understanding man. I weni to Lei Chau to try to convince hin of my viewpoint. 


Be received re 
Geparture of Colonel Coste. Well, you wiil not get me. 


policy.” 


Colonel Coste had the well-cdzserved reputation of bein 


Ny eee . Sta wen 
nan who, in Indochina or elsewnere, had shown indisputadle 
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and immediately said, "You thought you would have we with the 


I shall pursue che sane 


a first-class military 
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In spite of this handicap, the Hundredés of the Thai country tefan tou work. 


Thos with Than Uysen went vith small teams to mine the highway from Lao May to. 


Chapa. Nghia Lo's group infiltrated tears sisht te the borcer ef the Red Fiver. 
They detested the Vien Minh offeasive against the Thai coutry as early as Julys, 


hall speal 


’ 


ang regularly nected its progress. We s in more detail of these two fun- 


The Hundred of Lai Chau, with Lieutenant Role du Chaumont, although hampered 
by the restricted zone along the Chinese border, multinpiied reconnaissance with 
light elements over an immense territory. It was permanently able to detect a Large 


scale attack on the capital of the That country. 


It also had the mission of exploring to the west of the restricted zone the 


region between the Chinese border and the Laos, which the French administration anc 
the Arey nid abandoned. 

For this purpose Bole du Chauzat £ formed small ee composed of a noncen 
ries sic we se@ieeea cerpor oral, a ee nioz corpora er even a soldler--sccompaniled by 


two o1 three native Thete origireting in the region to be covered. Lach tear 
earriec 2 tadio set to maintain coutact with the Lai Chau base. A mule wes pet et 
thetr disposal te irsnsport theix mateziel. 

These tenms covered the regions assigned to then Hchoae ensouiterias any 
difficulty ox any Viet elements. Everywhere they were well-received by tlie inhabi- 
teats wuo gave them ledging. The people die not understand why the French had 
abendoned them. This is how cne tean discovered,at the edge of the border, Colmel 
Chinois, who had been installed in the Muong Whie region in 1950 with his entire 
reginent, in order to escape the conmusists. Meither the Chincse, nor the Viets, 


noc the Frencn, had disturbed him. He asked only to be put at the disposition of 


the French Amy. 
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The Underground of Cho Crang Lo 
Tt soon bhacame quite obvious that, no matter what their value, the Hundreds 


based in oceupied territory, would never be eble to go very deep. Their activi- 


». 
ry 
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ties would always be liniced. 

Therefore we envisioned making direct contact far in the iaterdfor with the 
moustain peoples of a zone from which we had been practically excluced since the 
abandonmeat of Lao Kay and cf Cao Beng in Cctober 1951, and about which we had no 
intelligence. = 

Hautter first made a census of all the veoples of these regions who had 
withdrawn from Hanoi, in parcticuler the prominent pecple, maint-ining a snall 
trocp around them as well as they could. 

The one who looked Pr to us wes Lo Wen Teu, a former eminent person 
in the region of Pa Kha and of Phaiong. Uautier convinced hin te work with us anc 
to put bis team of loyal men at our disposal. 

But the CCMA lacked means of 2erial recornaissance. To dexive the benefits’ 
of en sirplene, we obtained fren the Comunnd the authovity to participate ourselves 
in dropping wateriel over tle ports in the digh Tegion. Once the drop was finished, 
we kept the airplane for an hour te Fly over the regiou involved. 

We badly in parcicules that at the time of the evacvation of Lao Kay, one of, 
our partisan Jeadcers, Cho Quang Le, hed not wanteé to retreat. He had renained 
4n the Phelong region with a radio, Zim, and a 694 set. But contact could only 
be mainteined for a menth. A Chinese battalica had crossed the frontier and cis- 
persed the few partisans whoa Cho Quang Lo had been able to regroup arouad hin. 
But Lo Wen Teu informed us that Cho Quarg Lo had teken refuge in the caves anc 
that he was still alive. 


For several months ve flew cvar the region vith pilcts who tock a great 


Py 


interest in our mission. As we pessed the people teft the villages and made signs 


a7 


mae to.ues wove weved Neatiilv fabricated Fronch vlors, “Ene.etere va 
ceciced, is ament with Lo Wer. Teu,who always accom ded ws, t areachute &: 
Lace, a cODcit aC wOr .Su,whoO alwayS #°CoOmPaANLAeC Us, CO Dareacnurce LVO 
ns Na: tw. 7 aes Seay Buses 7 ste 3 te tentavds 1% 2 
of Cho Cuang Leo's loyal followers naar a viliace which seemed the rost syrpachetic 


that dav we had first parachuted some muterfel to the Than Yen post. Rarely 
in this zsegion had we encountered so many air pockets. In the airplane we were 
tcessed about like dead leaves and everyone of us without exception, fren the two 
Ronde to Hautier, Ly Teu and tie, surtered frightfully from air sickness. The 
two voluntears to be parachuted were in a lanentabdle state. 

However, once e materiel had been dropped, we went toware the zene chosen 
by Lo Wan Teu south of Fhalong, near a small village. This village was located on 
the edze of a forest in a sm2ll clearing. We decided to drop our two volunteers 
Who, ZTmust acdusit, had NEVeL before Juaped with a panacnneey oato this clearing. 


We hed oniy ¢% anght then how to get nut of the hamess vhen they reeched the ground. 


. 
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“Flying « Over we siieee in a nadaeSidpetar way, we saw me any Chinese soldiers, 
recn¢ninable by their uniform, who were going about thelr business ane observing 
our éirclance. 

Ve hesitated to parachute our two represcencatives, Whea consulted, Lo Wen Teu 
told us than it hud toe be done. Wa put the parachutes onto their backs, and they 
tov their position near the deor. On the signal they jumped without hesitation. 
‘The younzer one was about 20 years old, and the older had already passed 50. The 
younger one dropped iuto the middle of the clearing: he rapidly removed his para~ 
chute, but the Chinese rushed in pursuit of him. However, we saw hiz reach the 
forest without being apprehended. The older one feli into the forest, and we coule 
clearly see the cloth of his parachute in the trees. 

During a cecead pass we were supposed to drop their small anount oi personel 


the ground, we thougne 
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ecuicnent. But, since there 


us 
a3 
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2c more prudent not to ¢o so, particuiarly since it would not have been possibie 
for our two scents to recover it. 

We cetumed, uncertain of the success of this firse misstcn- 

Eowever, cevetal days Later the SDECE listening posts cosmunicated the fel- 
lowing telegran to us: “The French have parachuted two pirates? in the region of 
Phelong...one@ was arrested...cthe other..." After che word "other", the telegran 
had not been able te be deciphered. 

This infernation wes enough for s to know that at least one of the two agents 
had been ahle to fulfill his coutact cission and put Zin back oa the radio, and to- 
get to Cho Queng Lo or one of his friends the message intended for them.“ 

By means of this message we asked whoever received it to lay out on the 
ground the initials of a son of Cho Quang Lo who had been dead for several years, 
and which ouly the poople of his immediate circle could know. On the eppointed 
Gay, i.c., 1 Mey 1952, we had an diepiane availebie and again went to fly over the 
region. Enomous letters, the iaiticis avaited, were dram on a4 lavge green slope, 
CQT, visible for 50 kiloneters. Arovad thea many inhabitenta waved and made ges- 


$ 


tuzey of Fricudship to us. 


1 our underground fighters were called "pirates" by the Viets. 
2 At firet we thought that it was the young maa who hed escaped the Chinese. Tafor~ 
tunetely he had been caught an¢ errested. On the other hand, although we could 


casily see the cloth of the parachute of the older man, he had been invisitle fzca 


the ground. Ee waited for nightfall to leave the forest, and carried out the 


miesion assigned to hin. 


We cecided te irmedictely droa a small 530 set to make contact with chen. 


Zim was ameng the inhabitarts. We caw him pick uo the stall parachute and take the 


re 


536. Hs imediately mede centace with Le Wen Teu. He told us that the 695 which 


had been Jeft fow Lin several months before was broken down, Ue asked Fer another 
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er with us.. The next day we paracuted the requested 
set to hin. Contact waa mace jcmediately. 

Zin told us that he was close to a very isportent leader of the region: Hoang 
Tseo — He asked chat a hundred rifles be parachuted to him as rapiciy as 
DOSS! so he could get rid of che few Viet Minh elesents which were occupying the 
repion. He added that Cho Quanz Le had taken refuge with several loyal followers 
in the limestone rocke east of Phalong. 

The next day the 100 weapons requested were parachured to Hoang Taco Luag. 

In the following days he rapidly got rid of all ef the troops and some Viet ele- 
neat which hel¢ the country. lie asked for new vinapons for the paztiscns who wete 
regrouping around him. In one week 409 weepons and auniticn vere parachuted to’ 
Hoang Tseo Lung end to Zin. 

It took a long time to establish contace with Cho Quang Lo. It was re ally 
eure AGUne to discover tim in the jnextriesble system of caves and cliffs which 
served hit as a refuge. 

However, one afternoon I went to che FIVE (Ground Yorces in North Vietaem) 
Generil Staff locking for en airplane able to fly ever the Bich Region. General 


Pelissier, the commander of the Tonkin Air force, wes very interestac in the grow- 


ing underground. 


3 ~~ oe s ® 
Well-known by Lo Wan Teu, a grand aord. 
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"TY will tave you,’ he said to ma simoly. 
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Loan, Pseo Lung. Gace the drop nad been mede, te again Flew north to Leok for 


Cne Ysaus Lo. TI had caken a seat in the pilot's pesizion, next te General 


Nhat you are colng is exciting," he seid to ze! "We are soine cto rake 


scoverlpg your ian, 


Fe 


several heJre-hopping runs, arc we will end up ty ¢ 


Actueliy, flying very low we perceived a ifeo waviag a small tricolored flap 
at the foot cf a cliff on a small pletform. 


"That's Cho Quang Le," Lo Van Teu told us. "I recognized hin.” 
On the second pass we parachutes to him a 526 set which, with unprecedented 
luck in thts broken countryside, fell right at his feet. Ee picked up the set and 


immaciately csteblished communication with Lo Waa Teu. 


2% = ] 
con cys poscable ta a clearin 
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Eu eskece him to perechure 50 guns to hin a 


nesr him, so that he could leave the caves where he bad taken refuge vith hia ~ 
s : ‘ A ’ 
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The acut @ay we parachuted the 55 guas requested with the accessary annuni- 
tion. 


facio contact wes establishes immediately. All of the perticans were alzrred. 
Cho Guang to asked for 200 weapeas so that they cculd reccke the old Frencs post 
of Thalcng occupied ty the Viets. 

The next dzsy, in the same clearing, 206 weapons were parachuted und we saw 
Cho Quens Lo's men leave the forest and cm to collect then. 

Eeang Tseo lung, further to the south, vas now continuously harassed by the 


locas, Viet treenps. Every day we princiueally parachuted the armament, munitions ene 


food which they asked of us. 
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For about a month Colonel de Dollardtere ha? asst$pmed Junter Lieutenent 
Courousss, about 30 years old, to me. 


" Colonei de Bollurdteie had s2id to me. ‘ve Is 


"Den't expose hin too ruch, 
married and the father of three chiicren;: nis wife, whe is a@ nurse, 15 Surgoved 
to neet him et Hanoi any cay now, 

Actually, except for his profession of General Staff photoprapher, I never 
took hin on the operations. Uowever,the parachute dreps to Hoang Teo Luny, now 
daily, excited us ali. Oas attemoons. x8 we were about to leave for the airfield, 
I said to Covrrousse, "Come along with us. We are going to fly over a macnificent 


regioa where there are beautiful photographs to be taken. Dring your caver 


We took off with the aszmnition and food intended for Hoang Tses Lung, with 
Lieutenant Vincendoa as the Sonpees 

Wnen contacted, Neen . rs TLeo er asked us not to make the parachute creo. He 
was seriously engaged with a regiosal Viet unit. There would ba diff cultaecs. in 
collectiag the materLel which was intended for hJu. Ue asked me to retur ine 
next dzy oud died not display any concem about the corbac jotned on the ground. 
"Terarrow," ne said to us. "I shall have crushed this company which nes ventured 
into ny territory." 

Instecd of turning around, we went toward Cho Queng Lo, Then avout C2 kile 
meter fro: the Phalong post we saw the large white IT which we haa asked ve displayed 
to mar the DZ (drepping zonc), where he wanted te collect the parachutes. without 
waiting for radio contact to be made with Cho Quang Lo, the Dakota pile: cunfi- 


dently set off in the direction of the T. 


Vincenden, Courousse and I were stretched out with our heads clece to the 


tae 
ze 
ny 
a 
$3 


open docr of the aircraft, a splendid observatory to waten the countrys 
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Whids white tT which we ceulad distinguish very well did not give ne cove 
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fidence, since radio contact hed not yet teen made. Therefore I rushed te the 


a 


niler to esh nin to clikb higher, but we were already quite close to the grounuc, 
about 209 usters, parachute altitnde. 

‘une airplane slowly began to rise when Lt. Vinecendon rushed toward me with 
nis arm blecding, saying that someone wes firing at us. 

Ve ipiaig left che range of che weanen dined at us, but Lt. Courcusse had 
taken a bulict in the neck, and it had cut his carotic artery. We headed for Henoi, 
hoping to save nin, but a few nowents aiterwerd Courousse was dead, having bled 
to death, 

Eis wife arrived the next day. Therefore I had to give her this sad news. 
Iwas serry ve had teker him with us fo: a mission which seened routine and 
not really dangerous to me, but where his presence was not required. Indeed, I 
have cften found that luck Favors and seems to protect those who are often 

xpeved to danger, while it is often pitiless toward those who are exposed by 
chance without absolute uecessity. 

the next day w2 veturned to the Go Queng Lo zone. The sane T was still in 
the sawe place and, like the day. before, did not presuce rore than a shaky confi-~ 
cence in ue. However, radio contact was guickly made with Che Quang Lo. 


he told us that a FM (expansion unvacwn) installed in a pilltox of the 
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former Phalong post had used us as a carget. but that very night 
had taken over the post and occupied it. Therefore we could descend to the 
dropping altitude without being worried and perform the anticipated psrachute 


drop. 
Tnaen we £lew over the dropping zone several tines at hedge-hopping altitude, 
with all of the pecple gathered to celebrate the fall of the Phalong post. 


63 


iv 


Gho Quang Lo and Loang Tseo tung were ubie to teet very soon. 
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At tne ena 
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giouce organization, waleh we were goirg te ware Caceutsc. The old nearby posts 
of Sin lia nay and Yt Man survendered witheut giviry us any trouble 
During the first ween of June tne Viet 146th Rezicent, based at Lao ray, 
tried to anniniiate the Chocolat underground. Ic was rapidly crushed and had to 
return te its base at Lao ray in panic. Fror then on Cho Quang Le, proud of 


his success and master of nis region, planned to march on Lao Ray and take over 


Fd 
the town. For this ha requested heavy armament (mortars),;unition and rations 
from fd. seats regularly pa~achuted to hin. 

At Ry request Choe Quang Lo was made a Knight of the Legion of Ronor, and was 
integrated into the French Army with the rank of Lieutenant. I wanted to put the 
Cross on him myself, but in chis verv rough terrain it was impossible to even meke 
& pach to HMorane and, at this time, we did not yet have a neiicopter. 

Taorefore -I parachuted hia- Knight's Cross.to hin Gia. up on a flakota with 
Gonraces who nes taken a Lacga parc in the creation of this uaderground, we 
gttenced the ceremonial paracc- orpeanizad by Cho Quang Lo in front of our old 
Paaleag vost where the French flag waved anain. Some 500 nen wich weapons parti-~ 
Cipated ix this celebration, se well as ths entire populace. 

This success exceeded all of the aspirations of the GCMA team, 


When the Chinese communists had arrived at the Tonkin border in 1951, we had 


collected in an old frontier post the remains of Chiang Kai Shek's army, whoa we 
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had then repatriated to Foruosa (Taiwan). 


Sone officers had requested to resain with us. There were about 29 of them, 


we 


of the rank of major and captain, when we bad collected at Dien bien Fhu to avoid 
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the curiosity of the American Special Services, Lut, while che Comnand had a poor 
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wiy ox another they had to be movec. At Dien Bien Fhu they were uncer the dircetica 


of a very valuable nonecrmisatonce officer wno initiated them into tue fandling af 


French weapons and the work of descruction. i preposec to the Command that tney 


be parachuced to Cho uung Lo. taney were all frenticr people whe knew Che Quang Lo, 
who wes delighted to get them. 
They accepted on one condition: that the noncommissioned officer who hec 


trained them jump with them among the underground fighters. ‘The efficer was willing 


to, and everyone prepared actively for the mission. 


Tne parachuting took place. TI had asked the noncommissioned officer to 


turnp isat. so that he himself could check everyone's equipment before tne! umped. 
J ’ 4 t c 


When nis turn cee, L had the cocr closed; I toox hin back to Haroi with me. 


He was unpleasantly surprised, but I told him that siace there was no chance 


of recovering hin, I had not wanted to lose a noncoimi sioned officer of his 
i 


quality. 
"You; are nut a movie star," I enphasized, "to be able to play 2 role go per- 


fectly. You would not have put se much heare Into praparing this missten, if you 


: 


had not cealiy intended to acconpany the Chinese to the ground, and trey themselves 


~~ - & 


would have been able to notice it." 


o- Ye ay 


Ke finsily accepted my reasons. As fer Cho Quang to, he was Lappy for the 


Se 


reinicreenents of valuable staff, a reinforcement which was te be very userul to 
lidaa. 

The fighters of Cho Quang Lo and of doang Tseo Lung developed in the High 
Region like a brush fire. Beaten, the 148th Regiment had been forced to take refuge 
in Leo Hay. The Viets, who were preparing their autumn offensive, had no possi- 
bility of correcting the situatics. They appealed to the Chinese, who were alraacy 


massed along the borcer anyway. 
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Chute him 1,000 antipersonnel mires. The Chinese, wocm we hac sent hin, were per- 
fectiv able to use then. 

When the Chinese. 3G2nd Infentiry Divistan, four regimanuts stronme (the 9rh, 
Lilith, 112th and 133th), crossed the frontier on 18 June, the mines were in place. 
The {th Regiment w2s conpletely anaihilated, ard its coelionel and general staff 
“2are taken prisoner by Cho Quenz Lo. Unfortunately we dic not have a helicopter 
to recover them with at this time. -- 

Every day we parachuted to Cho Quang Lo or te Hoang Tseo Lung the rations and 
ammunition which they ordered from us. And whenever it was possible, the support 
cf the 2-26"'s was given to them. Since parachuting was tecoming more and nore 
serous, they were protected by e Privecer of the National Navy. At first it 
drocpad its load of bombs (five tons) on the odjectives Adndicated by Cho Cuang Lo, 
then ic Chew over the regiou. — Lt. was aa excellant cbse: vation post. I often 
occupied a place in this bember with Lt. Lautier. Cne day we ciscovered a Chinese 
tn a villege. We made a low pass with the Privater first 
firins its Front machine guns and thea its rear machinegune. The alm was excel- 


red very heavy lesses. fut in the second 
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inese, surprises, 
pess fire from autenatic weapons was vaiting for us. The aircraft was hit a 
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at with my neighbor, a noncarmissjoned officer frou 
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the Navy. Uslf of it lodged in my thigh and the other half in his calf, without 
any grave damage. We thought it more prucent to regain aiticude. 


lintortunately we vere unable to communicate with Cho Cuang Lo except with 


The Chinese replaced their lost regiment by the 114¢h, and the battle con- 
edraod bitterly. Unfortunately on 15 August, for unknown reasons, radio cormuni- 


cation wick him wes interreoted. Frem then on it was impossible fer us to provide 
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Several uonths later Zim succeeded in reaching hanel. Cho Quang Lo con- 
for several moaths, as did Hoang Tseo Lung. With sore 


loyal fellowers, they teck refuge in the caves. Eut the Chinese succeecec in having 

These underground fighters, who had hegun so well and in whom we had co 
wuch hope, temperarily kecaste dorment. 

The Command wes aware of the combat which we were joining against the 302nd 
Division. A number of tines I eee fox official notice te be taken cf this 
Chinese intervention. But I received a fomsal rejection. If the pecple in Paris 
learned that a regular Chinese division had come back to Tonkin, they told me, they 
would go crazy. It was better for France not to know. And, indeed, it srill does 
not know it. ; 

however, it wes very seriovs. In 1951 a Chinese battalion had . liquideted 
the embryo of uaderground fighters which we had tried to install in this region. 

In 1952 a cozplete division intervened. 

This showad without eny shadow of a dobbt the.cornstant supoort which Chine 
supplied to the Viets in all creas. In principle it did uot intervene civectly in 
the field, sending cnly weapons, munitions, materiel, rations, advise -Se.ce 
But it followed the situation very closely, resdy to do more if it were necessary 
aad even te intervene directly in battle with regular troops. As a matter or tact 


ju Indochina our real enemy ts China. 


The Odessey of Sergeant Schoepf 


Refore the Viet attack cur kundreds of Lai Chau, Than Uyen and Yehia Le cis- 


(A 


played intense activity. beginning in 


mR 


c; 


ws 
ct 


ember the Euncred of iehia Lo, with Lt. 
Kans, sergjeants Schoepf, Muet, Jacques and Gand, ard corporals Cheienon and 
Blaizon, revealed the crossing of the first elements of the Vier Mihh divisions et 
Yer Bay. Then they kept track of the progress of the advanced elements. 

The tiundred of Thaa Uyen placed mines on all of the routes leading to the Red 
River. A numbar of times the aatabebound fighters mined the highway from Lao Kay 
to Chapa and blew up many bridses. 

The Lai Chau Bundred, annoyed oy the restricted zone at the China border ty 
the ZANO Ciiorthwest Autonomous Zone) Comuand, multiplied reconnaissance by very 
light elements over an immense territory. 

beginning on 15 September it became evident that the Viets were going to 
launch their autwan offensive in the dircerilon of Nghis Lo, which they had not deen 
able to cenquer the previouc year. Rut this rear they were cdvancing with their 
entire battle corps. 

tm 7 October I had gene to Nghia Lo with sore of the General Staff officers 
of the FINV (North Vietnam Greuwnd Forecs)}. Le. Hans, who had perfectly followed 
the progress of the Viet divisions by ucans of his advanced eletents, which were 
always in contact, asked for authorization to take to the field with all of his 
partisans. Be wanted to be in a gooa position eee rear or on the flanks of the 


Viet divisions when they took the offensive. 


Despite my insistence, this authorization was refused him. On the contrary 


the Colonel commanding ZANO hed Bans put completely at his dispesal. 
Thus en 16 Octover, the dey before the Nghia Lo attecr and the dey when 


Bigeard pzrachuted te Tu Le, Hans end his men spent the dey setting rines among 
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attack, hens refused to ts snut up in the post. ‘When night had fallen he tried tc 
rejoin his advanced elements who, on orders fem Sergeant-Haior Schoepf, had re- 
mained fa the field. Ee was never able to rejoin thez. During the same nicht 
Nghia Lo wes besieged. Crushed by a severe heavy mortar atteck, the post surrencered 
under the force of numbers at daybreak. 

For more than a month hans, and aceuaiaias Schoepf's Kundred, were the only 
source of intelligence, thanks to their daily messages, which allowed the Command 
to mark the Viet advence and to recognize the enemy's intentions. Unfortunately 
these means rapidiy proved to be insufficient. 

We were not able to make the first drops of raticns to Hans until two wecks 
after the fall of Nghia Lo. But the drops could not be clandestine. It was irpos- 
gible to conduct them at night because we had to fly very low in this mountainous 
region. The first parachute drop allowed them to last another two weeks. Never- 
theless it ves impossible to make a second drcp. The weather,.as often happens in 
Noventée, side syeveaae: vary Gecorncta we took: off with the-Dakoto loaded with 
rations and avewnition. We Flew over the cegien in which Hans had stayed. We made 
radic contect, but could not find holes in the clouds which would have permitted us 


to make the emergency drop. One of the native noncommissioned officers had be- 


against then, they had succeeded in introducing a traitor into his team. Taken 
prisoner, he was killed after having been frightfully tortrred. 

But Hens had not regrouped all of his elements around Nghia Lo. For six 
months Sergeant Schoepf hed been recruiting a commando of natives around the Balt 
Nong pest in the ~- Meo zone. In the mountains he had installed a small base. ke 
hag also recruited a commando in the Tsien Tang region, while his comrede Janik was 
recruiting a Thai conmando in the neighboring region. Each conmando had about 30 


een commanded by lecal icacers. 
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Schoerf had organized these groues perfeccly, wich Sergeant Guigneard, Corpo- 
ral Blaizon and an excellent radio onerator, Sergeant Nuet, as aides. They hed 
perforned pood preliminery work in the regicn betwecn Nehia Lo and the Red River. 
The centrelied about a thouscud inhabitants. — 

In each village wnich they went through, after heving suppressed the local Viet 
leaders, they had established Cenmittees of Libevations with a chairman, a vice- 
Chairman, a secretary, inteliigence agents and a small pretection group composed in 
general of three or four young peasants. 

Lt. Hons had monitored thi3 experiment closely. Having such a team of remar- 
kably gifted noncommissioned officers under hin, he had given them meximum initia- 
tive and provided thes with the means they requested as far as he could. They had 
repidly learned how to gain a great deal of influence over the people and over the 
wea in their corrandos, rough and. simple men, whe had great admiratien for these 
youag Sxrench noacormissioned officers who had accented to live thelys life, and te 


haiz clothing and theiz heir style. Those who seyvec with the Meos, for 


Tt 


adopt 
example, head their skull coupletely shaved, leaving only a tuft of haix hanging 
between their shoulders. Thay were particularly impressive in their physical 
strength, their perfect knowledge of their profession and their courage wader all 
kinds of conditions. 

In a word they were lecders in the sense that this should be taken in the 

e 

Amy, giving example to their ren by their moral and intellectual values, anc by 
their physical qualities. By force of circumstances they had become real leaders 
of bands. Even if circumetances sometimes forced their men to abandon then, they 
were never becrayed. 

The Meo commandos, who were uaquestionably. the test warriors, had uvderzone 


cho2epf. Nothing nad surprised 
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Throughout. this pense their best 1 means ce Ppropeganca was the support which, 
they regularly received from the Air Force. When an obtective appeared to jus tiftv 
& Chasse oz B-26's, it was enough for then to notify the Hanoi Central Office fer 
the Chesse or rhe B-26's co Jncervene a Few hours later, guided to the designatec 

biective by. the noncommissioned officers on the ground. 

Some edvanced Meo cliements hed crossed the Red Riven in May, after having 
made contact with the Meos of Cho Quang Lo who were installed in the regicn aozrth 
of Yea Bay. Beginning on 15 September- these same eicments gave notice that the 
Viets were crossing the Red River et Yen Bay and taking positions on the right 
bexk. They were thought to be elements of the 308th, the best and the most fenous 
of the Viet divisions, end of the 31l2ch. 

It must be said. that our best source of pay erTBeace in Indochina was the 


listening posts. In this area it can be said Hat the SDECE deciphering teams had 


attained perfection, These Viet messages were @ precise cource ef intelligence and 


wera by far the best that the French Coamand had with respect to the Viet Minh 
battle coups, tts movements and its supply cyston. In wddition the enemy's 


intentions were very often revealed to us in this way. 

However, at the beginning of euch eutusa campaign the Viets chauged all cf 
phese codes. It took about a month for cur ceceders to reconstitute them. For 
our 2nd Bureau this was a difficult gap to rill. 

Schoepf and his loyal radiomen, sfuet, contributed a great deal to fiiling it 
by the intelligeace they regularly succeeded in sending us. For example, they 
successively detected the passage of clements cf the 308th, the 312th and the 
316th into the zone where they were operating. Schozpf was practically navigating 
with his three commandos in the middle of the stream of Viet divisions heading 


westward. On 16 Octeber he helped, frem a renote pesiticn, in the parachute crop 


2464 “3 £N 
of the Bigeard battalicn into the Tu Le region, 30 kilometers aorth of “Nghia Lo. 
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For him this was tne signal that heavy combat was going to begin. Cn the evening 
of the 17th, he learned that the ‘ghia Lo post had fallen. In view of the enor- 
meus tunbar of men whom he had seen march past, and the extent of the matariel which 
they were transporting, this was in no wise 4 surprise to Wane 

But from this day on he was cut off frem his leader, Lt. Hans, who had refused 
to be shut up in tne post despite the threatof the Viet artack and who had not been 
able to reach him because he had left too late. Thus, Schcepf's team was cefini- 
tively cut off from Nghia Lo. It had contact only by radio wich the GCMA Central 
Office in Hanoi which, ales, was wmable to give him any information. On the con- 
trary, the Central Office was waiting with the greatest interest for the intelii- 
gence which Schoep£'s team could communicate to it. 

Relatively well organized, Schoepf lived with his men on theiz hidden stores 
end with the help given te them by the villan:rs who, despite the Viet treops cir- 
culating in the areé, continue te welcone and inform then. 

Schoepf asked us cnly to drop two crystals for two radio sets which were 


out of oréec. The drop took place with a Beaver which used a small parachute to 


ee 
tied 


aveiz it being spotted. But the density of Viet occupation was such that the para- 
chute was seen, and that recovery of the crystals had to be made ur: ca hail of 
bullets fived by a rapidly eveae Viet compeay. From then cn any parachute drops 
were imposdib te: 

However, Schoepf's team was able to survive under extraordinarily difficult 
ecnditions until the end of November. But his partisans were alarmed by this 
unprecedented Viet outpouring. The leeders of the village of Mans sent him a dele- 
gation asking hin to scatter fnto the villeges with his -en, to bury their weapons 
and to wait until the storm had passed. 

For the Hans, such disstrulatien could te easy. Rut for the Europeans and 
their Thai commande it was impossible. Thererere Schoeoh asked for time to chink. 
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During the next might che Man cormarndco left, leaving its wWesenons behind. Schcepf 
ond Gsignard buried them and bocby-trapped them and al? their caches. The latter 
blew up when inormezs led the Viets to them. 

Scheepf still hed his [hai ceormando and his Neo commando, two Europeans, 
Guignerd and Blsizon, and his Thai radio operator; Muet had been sevarely wounded 
during an engagement. 

Powerlessly the uadergrounc fighters watched the heavy incursion of Viet 
units, the systematic occupatien of villages by the Viet Minh, ane the destruction 
of the work which they had accomplished several months earlier. In particular 
they watched the firsc gangs of prisoners pass without any possibility of rescuing 
them. One dey Schoeph learmed thet an azmed group was camping in 2 village; this 
was Lt. Nung's group. He had parachuted into the region with his commando at the 
beginning cf September to finish training before joining the Chocclat underground, 

They made contact, and spent the night pleasantly in the village with its 
duhabitants. WNung was very vell known but, as a security measure, they had to 
separate the next day.. Nung, who perfectly knew the region and its Jnhavitants, 
men of his race, succeeded after 2 nurber of maneuvers in rejoining the entreached 
camp at Na San at the end of Novexber. 

Li became impossible to remain in the Men zone whic:: was completely occupied 
by the Viets.. From now on Schoepf and his fighters had to live in strictest hiding, 
avoiding villages even recentiy friendly. 

First they went toward the Red River with their two commandos. but the Red 
River was heavily monitored with a post established at about every kilometer. It 
was impossible to reach it and float cow it on a refit vith all the men, as they 
had planned. If pushed the three Eurcpeens could have tried it, but there was 10 
question of them abendcning their ccxrades, especially the Thais, cn the bank. 
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They dacided to abandon the banks, to climb back to the peaks and to repain 
the Meo zone which had always been loyal cto then. 


Pursued without respite by the Viets, they took of f cheir shoes to avoid 


lcaving uracks. The communists elements follewed thom by one day! 


8 March, per- 

suaded that this invclvec large forces since they were in radio contact with Hanoi 
every day, and delivered a nessege every evening, a message which the Central Office 
wae aiways impatiectly awa:ting. 

During the first two weeks of November, when Schonpf was beginning his daily 
broadcasts, Viet regulars equipped with camouflage clothing and covered with 
foliage, emerged from the surrovnding cever and requested them to surrendec. 

Schoepf emptied his clip into his radio set and fled into the brush with 
Sergeant Guignard. Powerlessly they watched the massacre of the men of the Thai 
commando, while their owr interpreter, taken prisoner, asked for their surrender 
on order of the Viets, assuring then that no harm would come to thet. They re- 
tained camouflaged throughout the cay while the Viets systematically searched 211 
of the thickets withouc discovering them. 4c night, along the crest which was 
their habitual retreat line pointed out by the Meos, they met Blaizon. Ke had also 
succeeded in escaping. 

Withovt a radio set. with only their personal weapons aad with a few grams of 
instant ccfiee, a bowl of rice, the esie, a compass and a rap which unfortunately 
stopped 50 kilometers from the axis which they had finally chosen in the direction 
of Hanoi, the three of them continued to try to reach our Lines for 25 more days. 
On the peaks the Meos welconed them and gave them some food. Despite the great 

reward offered te them, the Meos never bevrayed them. 

But the Meos only cccupied the peaxs. Te reach a new habitat it was necessary 
to cross a valley where their cuides stopped. They penetrated ceeper and cceper 
inte a zone which was unknown te then, 
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le they were cating the rice provided by the people. They barred 
only tine enough to jump to their weayous; they forght in close combat and again 
eyeceeded in taking flight. Frea new cn they were no more thas luckless game pur- 
sued without interruption. 

For several more days they miraculousiy escaped all traps ane all aubushes. 
Reduced to eating roots, lizards and snakes, they realized that their strength was 
declining rapidly. Barefooted and in rags. at the end of their strength, they 
could barely make four kilometers per day. in the second week of Novenber they had 
left only some carbine ammunition and two phosphorus grenades. They had reached 
tre DZ (dropping zone) where Bigeard's tattalion had jumped on 16 October. They 
tow md the parachute harnesses. From the top of a cliff they threw their tvo incen- 
diary grenades onto a rice silo around which 200 to 300 Viet solciers had just 
eaten. Tn the following monen t the Viet Minh rushed to their bags. 

_Baviag once again miraculously escaped the pursuit which Leran immediately, 
ang becet ing that aia! miracle ene SOE be ventitee indefinitely, Schoepf began to 
think about suntan, He spoke of this to his twe seiaenioaks Despite the 
advice cf Blaizon, who was opposed to it, they dest~oyed thelr weapons, came out of 
their hn idins places and, with les arms clearly raised, walkee in tke directicn of 
the closest villages. A Viet combat group, perfectly equipped, cneireled them inrme- 
diztcly. 

After having had them tied up, the Viet noncoz missioned officer gave them each 
a cigarette and took them to the regimental comand post for their first interroga- 
tion. They had agreed among themselves to say that they belonged to the paretroop 
battalion which had jumped into the region on 16 Cctober, that they had gotten lost, 
and that they had never been able to rejoin the battalion. Thus they were able te 
hide the fact that they belenged to the CCA, which would heve gotren them the most 
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